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THE TIME HAS FINALLY ARRIVED! 

 You’ve been counting the days and it probably seems like you’ve been 
waiting forever to get your permit and begin driving. You’re now officially on your 
way to having a license, and you know what that means: Freedom! But wait, before 
you jump behind the wheel, there are quite a few things you need to know. For 
example, did you know that there are special laws for drivers under the age of 18? 
What about car maintenance and the cost of car insurance? Would you know what 
to do if you were stopped by the police or if you had a flat tire? While getting your 
license is an big step toward independence, you need to remember that driving is 
an adult privilege, and doing everything you can to become a skilled, responsible 
and safe driver is extremely important - to you, your passengers and all those who 
you’ll meet on the road.

 
Motor vehicle crashes are the number one cause of death for people ages 

16-24. The first year of unsupervised driving is the most dangerous due 
to lack of experience. However, motor vehicle crashes are the most 

preventable cause of teen fatalities. That’s why we created this 
workbook, to provide you with some important information 

before you begin driving unsupervised. Remember, even 
when you start driving on your own, there are still many 

things you need to learn. There is no substitute  
for experience.

 
Inside you’ll find some helpful tools for 

beginning your journey to licensed driving 
in New York State.  We encourage you to 
review this information with your parents 
and have open discussions about the 

material included; be sure to pay special 
attention to the section about Graduated 

Driver Licensing law and the Agreement 
between Parent/Guardian and Teen.

RESOURCE GUIDE FOR TEEN DRIVERS



 At age 14 I lost my life and was handed a new one. All because 
a teenage driver, a good friend, wanted to show off a bit. He had just 
received his license and came to pick up my twin brother, my younger 
sister and myself to go back to his family’s house for dinner. Less than 

a mile away he lost control, which is incredibly easy to do, and slid 
into a telephone pole at over 70 miles an hour. I took the brunt of the 
impact. I’m 26 now and just had my 22nd surgery. My life is no joke 
guys… We’re coming up on the 12th anniversary of the crash and 
there’s times where I still cry at night.

 I hope that life is treating you all very well. If not, well, it’ll get 
better. Life is supplying you with strength for what lies ahead. Even 
though I never asked for it, life sure gave me quite a bit of strength. 
I’m very thankful though. I feel so much pain on a day to day basis 
that I have learned how to place myself in a fantasy world from time to 
time. I know that some of you feel me when it comes to that. Although, 
when I’m in the real world I have learned how to live less for myself. 
I chose to be this way because of how much I have suffered. It gives 
my injured body and messed up mind a sense of purpose, a feeling of 
power. I used to hate my life until I began to appreciate the fact that I 
have been to hell and back and am still here.

 We all have one life people!!! We have one life to be as great 
as we can be, one life to leave the biggest footprint we can, and one 
life to show people who we are and what we stand for. Would you 
really want to waste it being a statistic due to a crash…? I hope not, 
so take your time with learning how to drive. 
If you would like to follow my journeys in life please do. 

 You can Google Tyler Presnell and see plenty. Or follow my 
blog and check for updates on my website. I really hope that all of you 
get the chance to hear me in person one day.
http://www.tylerpresnell.blogspot.com/
http://www.tylerspeaks.org/

Thank you,
Tyler Presnell

ONE TEEN’S STORY

What’s up youth??
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D ID YOU KNOW...

•  Seat belts were added to cars as standard equipment 
in 1968.*

  Teens have the lowest seat belt use rates of any age 
group, leading to deadly consequences. According to 
a Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia study, six out of 10 
drivers ages 16 to 20 killed in crashes were unrestrained. 
Almost two out of three teens killed as occupants of 
motor vehicles are unrestrained. (Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia – Driving Through the Eyes of Teens)

•  In 1974 a national speed limit of 55mph was enacted 
in the U.S.*

  A larger proportion of teen fatal crashes involve 
speeding, or going too fast for road conditions, 
compared to other drivers. Drivers ages 16-17 in fatal 
and personal injury(F&PI) crashes in New York State, 

were much more likely than all drivers in F&PI crashes 
to have “unsafe speed” reported as a contributing 
factor (18% vs. 7% in 2008).

• The first car crash occurred in Paris in 1771.*

  On the basis of miles driven, teenagers are involved in 
three times as many fatal crashes as all other drivers. 
(NHTSA)

•  The first cell phone call was placed on April 3, 1973 by 
Martin Cooper.*

  Driver inattention/distraction is among the top three 
contributing factors of fatal and personal injury crashes 
involving drivers ages 16-17 in New York State. (ITSMR)

 
*Source: Autotrivia.com



  NYSDMV Resources for the Younger Driver:
 http://dmv.ny.gov/youngerdriver/

 NYS Department of Motor Vehicles:
 http://dmv.ny.gov

 Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Research Institute:
 http://www.teendriversource.org/

 Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee
 http://www.safeny.com/

HELPFUL L INKS
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SPEED FACTS
  Hey, think speeding is no big deal? Everyone has to 
do it once in a while, right? Well, check out these facts and 
then decide if speeding is a good idea: 
 

 •  For every one mile per hour a car is moving, it travels 
1.46 feet per second!

 

 •  Traveling at a speed of just 40 miles per hour, your car 
will move nearly 118 feet in two seconds.

 

 • Average response time for an adult is 1.5 seconds.
 

 •  This brings total distance traveled to 206.5 feet before 
you could step on the brake or take evasive action in an 
emergency! 

  This example is for a car traveling just 40 mph. If you 
are traveling 55 mph the distance traveled before you can 
brake or take evasive action is even more! You also need to 
consider the time it will take the car to come to a complete 

stop once you have stepped on the brake – the faster  
you are traveling, the longer it will take the vehicle to stop 
(think Newton’s Laws of motion). Still think speeding is no 
big deal?
  In addition to increasing the time it takes to stop, 
speeding will also increase impact and risk of injury or 
death if you are unable to avoid a crash (Newton again). A 
moving vehicle has a great amount of force, and the faster 
the vehicle is moving the greater the force. For example, if 
a car is traveling 40 mph and hits a tree, the amount of force 
involved would be equal to the car hitting the ground after 
falling from a 50 foot cliff! An unrestrained person inside of 
the vehicle would hit the windshield with the same amount of 
force as hitting the ground after falling from the top of a five 
story building. The force involved in this example increases 
as speed increases – the laws of nature can’t be broken.     

Let’s Break That Down For You
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Let’s Break That Down For You
 
206.5 feet is the equivalent of: 

 70 yards on a football field.

 Three 18 wheelers.

 13 Sedan’s.



A WORD ABOUT INEXPERIENCE

 Would you ever seriously consider attempting a 
high dive during a swim competition if you have only gone 
swimming once? What about a piano solo in front of the 
entire school without any piano lessons? Probably not, since 
both of these things take years of practice to master. The 
same holds true for driving, believe it or not!
 
 That being said, you may have practiced parallel 
parking a thousand times and now you can execute that 
move perfectly! You may know all of the street signs and 
exactly what they mean to you as a driver. However, while 
these things are important to know and essential for the 
road test, they in no way make you an experienced driver.
 
 Knowing how to perform all of the maneuvers 
necessary to pass the road test is one thing; real life driving 
experience is something totally different. For instance, have 
you driven in a rain storm? What about a snow storm or fog? 
What is the longest distance you have driven at one time? 
How much practice have you had driving at night? What 
would you do if an animal or a person ran out in front of 
your vehicle? These types of conditions can be risky for a 
new driver, and it is important to experience a wide variety 
of situations under the supervision of a licensed parent or 
guardian before driving alone. 
 
 The DMV requires 50 hours of supervised driving with 
15 of those hours at night (after sunset) certified by your 
parent or guardian in order to take a road test. Consider 
these 50 hours to be a minimum guideline, and log as much 

supervised driving with your parent or guardian as you can.
 
 Take every opportunity to practice in all types of 
weather, on different types of roads, and in all kinds of traffic. 
While this may be a stressful situation for you and your 
supervising driver the first few times, it will be well worth 
the effort. Keep in mind, any activity you try to learn takes a 
great deal of practice to become really good at it- whether 
it’s playing an instrument, learning to swim, playing a sport 
or mastering anything new. Treat driving as you would any 
other activities, the more practice you have the better you’ll 
perform. Make sure to use the personal driving log we  
have provided in this book to keep notes about your  
practice sessions.
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DISTRACTION

 Often times we find ourselves trying to do several 
things at once because our schedules are very hectic 
– you may even consider yourself an expert at multi-
tasking! However, the one place you cannot afford added 
distractions is behind-the-wheel of your vehicle. Did you 
know that researchers have identified as many as 1,700 
subtasks which are performed while we are driving? 1,700! 
These subtasks involve planning, maneuvering the vehicle, 
and controlling the vehicle. When you think of all of the 
things our brains are processing while we are driving, 
do we really have the ability to add even one additional 
action to the mix? Take into account the fact that driving is 
something new which you haven’t even begun to master 
yet and it’s easy to understand why texting, talking on a 
cell phone, or managing a rowdy passenger can pose  
deadly risks.
 
 You’ve heard countless times about how cell phones 
and passengers can take your attention away from the 
road, but have you considered how other seemingly simple 
tasks can distract your attention? For example, changing 
the radio station, having a pet in the car, eating, drinking a 
soda or coffee, checking your hair in the mirror, or thinking 
about an argument you just had, can all take your eyes and 
mind off of the road just long enough to cause a crash (it 
only takes a second) – and what about things happening 
outside of the vehicle? A car pulled over on the side of the 
road, a crash scene, or even looking at the scenery while 

you are driving are all risky when you’re behind-the-wheel. 
Refer back to the above section on speed for a reminder of 
how far a car can travel in just a few seconds! 
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RESPONSIBLE DECISIONS
Slow Down:
We know you have places to be, but obey the speed limit 
and get there safely. If you can’t avoid a crash, speeding 
will increase the severity, which could mean the difference 
between a fatal crash and a fender bender.
(Almost 1/3 of all fatal crashes list SPEED as a 
factor - NHTSA).
 
Know Your Limitations:
As a new driver there are many situations 
you haven’t encountered yet, and that’s 
okay. Avoid unnecessary risks and don’t 
give in to peer pressure, you still have 
many years of practice ahead of you! 
(According to the NHTSA, driver inexperience 
and risk taking behavior are among the leading 
causes of car crashes involving teens).
 
Watch The Road:
It’s tempting to fix your hair in the rear 
view mirror or check out how your new 
sunglasses look---trust us you look fine-
-- keep your eyes on the road.
(Across all ages driver inattention is the main 
cause of crashes. Studies show nearly 80% of 
crashes and 65% of near crashes involved driver 
inattention caused by some sort of distraction 
within three seconds of the event - Distraction.
gov ).
 
Click It:
According to AAA, wearing a safety 
belt reduces your chances of being 
hurt or killed in a crash by 45 percent! Buckle up every time 
you drive and make sure your passengers do the same.  
(Studies show that young drivers--especially young males--are among 
those least likely to buckle up - NHTSA).

Text Later:
Traffic signs are the only text you should be focused on when 
you are behind the wheel. Save the text messages for when 
you reach your destination. (Studies show that motorists who use cell 
phones while driving are four times as likely as those who don’t use cell 

phones while driving to get into crashes serious 
enough to injure themselves – Distraction.gov).
 
Dropped Call:
Put the cell phone away! According to 
Carnegie Mellon studies, the distraction 
caused by talking on a cell phone (hands 
free or hands held) can cause the same 
driving behavior that’s exhibited by 
someone with a blood alcohol content 
of .08! (It’s important to keep your eyes and 
your mind on the road!)
 
Crowd Control:
Studies show as the number of teen 
passengers increases, fatal crashes 
among 16- and 17- year-old drivers are 
more likely to involve a single vehicle, 
speeding, and driver error. (Fatality Analysis 
Reporting System) (Don’t pile your friends in the 
car, even for short trips.) 
 
Give ‘em Some Space:
Be aware of the space between your 
vehicle and the one ahead of you; if that 
vehicle stops suddenly you need enough 
space to respond safely. For a minimum 

“space cushion” use the two-second rule: Choose an object 
near or above the road ahead, such as a sign, tree or over-
pass. As the vehicle ahead passes it, count aloud, 
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slowly, “one-thousand one, one-thousand two.” 
(Remember to keep your eyes focused on the road ahead 
of you, not the object you are using as your measurement). 
If you reach the same object before you finish counting, 
you are following too closely. Remember, the two second 
rule is the minimum used when conditions are optimal 
(dry pavement, good visibility). In bad weather and when 
following large trucks, including tractor-trailers, increase 
the count to at least four seconds for extra space. (Four out 
of ten crashes involve rear-end collisions, usually because someone is 
following too closely – NYS Driver’s Manual.)

Turn Down The Volume:
Blasting music from your car while you’re driving may seem 
like no big deal, until you’re involved in a multi-car pile-
up because you didn’t hear that ambulance siren. (Keep the 
music low.)

Wake Up:
Driving when you are tired takes your attention away from 
the road and causes your reaction time to slow; a perfect 
combination for a crash. Drowsy driving doesn’t just happen 
at night, it can occur in the morning, afternoon, or during a 

long trip. If you feel drowsy, don’t drive. 
 
Lose the Booze:
Drinking and driving are a deadly combination for any 
driver, especially a new one. Besides, if you are convicted 
under Zero Tolerance or Leandra’s Law you face monetary 
fines and you could lose your license. A description of each 
can be found on page 22-23 of this workbook.
(At all levels of blood alcohol concentration, the risk of involvement in a 
motor vehicle crash is greater for teens than for older drivers – Centers 
for Disease Control).

From Dawn Until Dusk:
Obey the GDL night time restrictions and your parents’ 
curfew. According to the Centers for Disease Control, as a 
young driver your crash risk is greatest at night.
(In New York State during 2008, the largest proportion of fatal 
crashes involving drivers ages 16 and 17 occurred between the 
hours of midnight and 5am – ITSMR ).
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VEHICLE SAFETY

Know your vehicle... inside and out. Take a walk around 
your vehicle every week to check for:
  

 •  Soft tires. Hint: The proper tire pressure for your 
tires can be found on the inside of the driver side 
door(s). Information is listed for both your front 
and back tires. Do not automatically inflate your 
tires to the pressure listed on the tire itself. That 
number is the maximum pressure the tire can hold, 
not necessarily the recommended pressure for the 
vehicle. You can check your tire pressure with a tire 
pressure gage (found at any auto parts store) and 
tire pressure should only be checked when the tires 
are cold – meaning the car hasn’t been driven for at 
least an hour before you take the reading

 

 •  Properly working headlights/tail-lights & directional 
signals.

 

 • Leaking fluids. 
 
 

Before you drive always check:
 

 •  Rearview and side-view mirrors... are they adjusted 
properly so you can see?

 

 • Are all of your doors shut properly and locked?
 

 • Are all passengers wearing seatbelts?
 

 •  Is the air conditioning/heat set at a comfortable 
temperature? 

 

 • Is your cell phone off?
 
Always keep the following in your car:
 

 • Up to date registration and proof of insurance.
 

 • Jumper cables       
 

 • A blanket/Safety reflectors/a white cloth
 

 • Spare tire and jack.
 

 • Some bottles of water
 

 • A flashlight
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 Of course you are going to practice safe driving 
habits at all times, but sometimes things happen that can’t 
be avoided. Maybe you are involved in a minor accident 
or you are stopped by the police. What would you do if 
your car breaks down? Being prepared and knowing how 
to handle these situations is a very important part of being 
a responsible driver. Here are some helpful tips:
 

What If……
You are involved in an accident:
 

 • Immediately call the police. 
 

 •  Any passengers who are not injured should leave 
the vehicle and move to an area away from traffic.

 

 • Call an ambulance if anyone is injured.
 

 •  Report the accident to your insurance carrier as 
soon as possible (within 24 hours).

 

 •  Only talk to the police (and your parents/guardian, 
of course) about the accident, no one else.

Your car breaks down:
 

 •  Move your vehicle as far away from traffic as 
possible (on the highway move as far onto the 
right shoulder as you safely can).

 

 • Turn on your hazard lights. (4-way flashers).
 

 •  DO NOT attempt to repair your vehicle while 
standing on the highway.

 

 •  If you leave your vehicle, tie a white cloth on the 
antenna and leave a note in the window indicating 
where you went & whether you will return or not.

You are pulled over by the police:
  

 • Keep your hands in plain sight at all times.
 

 •  Never attempt to step out of your vehicle unless 
the police officer directs you to do so.

 

 • Stay calm and follow instructions.
 

 •  Tell the truth (trust us; they’ve heard all of the 
stories).

ALWAYS BE PREPARED
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THINGS YOU WILL NEED FOR THE ROAD TEST

Fact: Divers who are fully informed and prepared are more 
likely to pass their driver license road test. (Source: DMV 
Driver’s Manual)
 

Be sure to practice each driving maneuver described in 
the DMV Driver’s Manual, or for motorcyclists, the DMV 
Motorcycle Manual.
 

Remember, you are required by law to have a minimum of 
50 hours of supervised driving, with 15 hours at night (after 
sunset), certified by your parent or guardian. To take your 
road test you must give the license examiner a completed 
“Certificate of Supervised Driving” which can be found on 
the Resources for the Younger Driver website.
 
Please note, it is illegal to practice driving in a designated 
Road Test Area. 
 

Things To Have With You At the Road Test Site:
  

 • Photo Learner Permit.
 

 •  A properly registered, inspected, insured and 
equipped vehicle in good working order. 

 

 •  An accompanying driver if you drive to the test site. 
Make sure your accompanying driver brings his or 
her license.

 

 •  Either a five-hour pre-licensing course completion 
(MV-278) or a Student Certificate of Completion 
from driver education (MV-285).

 

 • A Certificate of Supervised Driving (MV-262)
 

 •  When taking a motorcycle or limited use motorcycle 
road test, you must also provide a car and a licensed 
driver so the inspector can follow you for the traffic 
part of the road test.

 
 

Arrive On Time: 
 • Road tests are scheduled at 15 minute intervals. 
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What To Expect:
 

	 •  Before the test begins, the license examiner will 
explain how the test is conducted and give you a 
chance to ask questions.

 

 •  The passenger car road test usually takes about 
15 minutes. Maneuvers you will be expected 
to perform include: left and right turns, stop at 
intersections controlled by stop signs and traffic 
signals, parallel park, three-point turn, and driving 
in fairly heavy traffic. The motorcycle test is slightly 
different from the passenger car test. For example, 
instead of parallel parking, you will be required to 
make figure-eights in a small area such as a narrow 
street.

 

Test Results
 

 At the conclusion of the test the Motor Vehicle License 
Examiner will tell you if you passed or failed the test. To pass 
you must not accumulate more than 30 negative points. 
Negative points are assigned for things such as failure to 
signal, or poor control of the car. Automatic disqualification 
can result from making a dangerous driving action (failure to 
stop at a stop sign or red light, failure to yield right of way) 
or a serious violation of traffic laws, or becoming involved in 
an accident.
 

 Your permit for a non-commercial license is valid for 
up to two road tests. If you do not pass your second road 
test, you may continue to practice driving until the date the 
permit expires. Before you schedule another road test, you 
must return to a motor vehicle office or go on-line and pay a 
$10 fee for two additional road tests.
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 You can schedule, reschedule or cancel a road test, get 
directions to where the road test is given, and confirm an 
existing appointment, 24 hours a day by phone or internet.
 
By Phone: 518-402-2100
 1-800-368-1186 (for the hearing impaired)
 
Internet: www.nysdmv.com/roadtest 

What Do I Need To Do Before Scheduling The Test?
 •  You must complete an approved pre-licensing 

course at a high school, college or professional 
driving school or complete a Driver Education 
course. You can locate a pre-licensing course 
provider in the yellow pages of a local phone 
directory or online. 

 

	 •		You	 must	 complete	 a	 minimum	 of	 50	 hours	
supervised practice, 15 hours after sunset.

Steps For Scheduling Your Road Test
Have the following information available when you call or 

use the internet to make your appointment:
 •  Your nine digit Client ID number (located above 

your picture on your photo permit.)
 

 •  Your five digit zip code or the zip code of the area 
where you would like to take your road test.

 

 •  The certificate number from the Pre-licensing 
Course Completion Certificate or from the Student 
Certificate of Completion from you driver education 
course. You must have either a Pre-licensing Course 
Completion Certificate (MV-278) issued within the 
last year or a Student Certificate of Completion 
(MV-285) issued within the last two years. 

 

 •  If you are scheduling by phone, you will need 
to enter only the six digit number. If you are 
scheduling by internet, you will need to enter the 
letter followed by the six digit number.

 

 •  If you are scheduling by internet you will also need 
to enter your date of birth.

HOW CAN I  SCHEDULE MY ROAD TEST?
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Carefully follow the instructions you will receive from the 
internet or telephone scheduling system to schedule your 
road test.
  

Confirming or Canceling Your Appointment
 

 • Have your nine digit Client ID number available.
 

 •  Log on to the website or call the telephone 
scheduling system.

 

 •  Carefully follow the instructions you will receive 
from the system.

 

Rescheduling Your Appointment
Follow the instructions provided above for canceling your 
appointment. (You must first cancel your current road test 
appointment in order to reschedule). You will then need 
to provide the same information that was required to 
schedule your road test (See the above section “Steps for 
Scheduling your Road Test”).

When you call or use the internet to schedule a road test, 
you will be given information about the test. Directions to 

the road test location are also available at the DMV website 
or by calling 518-402-2100. Write your information here 
and keep this form for reference.
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ROAD TEST REMINDER
Test  Date  Time
__________ __________

Locat ion & Direct ions:
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________



WHEN YOU PASS THE ROAD TEST

For the first six months after you pass the road test you are on 
“New Driver Probation”. This means that if you are found guilty 
of committing any two moving violations during this six month 
period your license will be suspended for 60 days. It will also 
be suspended for 60 days if you are found guilty of committing 
a single, more serious violation during the probation period, 
including speeding, tailgating, unauthorized racing, or reckless 
driving.

Did you know….
 •  Even something you may consider a “minor” violation 

(going only 5 miles over the posted speed limit, for 
example) can result in suspension of driving privileges 
during “New Driver Probation.” 

 
Listed in the box on the following page are traffic violations 
and the point value they carry. When you are found guilty of 
a traffic violation the points are added to your record using 
the date the violation occurred. If your violation points in any 
18-month period add up to 11 or more, your license may be 
revoked or suspended following a hearing.

14 | Teen Driver Resource Guide • www.dmv.ny.gov



VIOLATION      POINTS 
 
Speeding (MPH over posted limit) 

1 to 10 3

11 to 20 4

21 to 30 6

31 to 40 8

Over 40 11

 

Reckless driving 5

Failed to stop for school bus 5

Followed too closely (tailgating) 4

Inadequate brakes (private car) 4

Inadequate Brakes (employer’s vehicle) 2

Failed to yield right-of-way 3

Disobeying traffic control signal,  

STOP sign or YIELD sign 3

Railroad crossing violation 3

Improper passing, changing lane unsafely 3

Driving left of center, in wrong direction 3

Leaving scene of property damage incident 3

VIOLATION      POINTS 
 

Child safety restraint violation 3

*Any cell phone violation (talking or texting) 2 

Any other moving violation 2

*Accurate on date of printing; however, state regulations may change 
to 3 points. Please consult DMV website at http://www.dmv.ny.gov 
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WHAT IS GRADUATED LICENSING?

 Graduated licensing, as defined by The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Association (NHTSA), is a system 
designed to phase in young beginning drivers to full driving 
privileges as they become more mature and develop their 
driving skills. 

 
Why do we have Graduated Licensing in New York? 

 Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) is a proven method 
to helping teens become safe drivers; research suggests that 
the most comprehensive GDL programs are associated with 
reductions of 38% in fatal injury crashes, and 40% in personal 
injury crashes for 16-year-old drivers. New York State began 
a graduated driver licensing program in 2003 in response 
to the high number of teen fatalities resulting from motor 
vehicle accidents. On February 22, 2010 significant changes 
were made to strengthen New York’s GDL law. As we said 
before, motor vehicle crashes are the number one killer of 
teens and the most preventable cause of death for this age 
group. The goal of graduated licensing is to prevent young 
driver involved fatalities through gradually introducing new 
teen drivers to the responsibility of driving and allowing 
time for practice. As each step in the process is completed, 
a teen will gain more experience needed to become a safe 
driver. GDL applies to all 16 and 17 year old drivers. Here’s 
how it works: 
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Step 1: Junior Permit 
In order to get your junior permit you must be at least 16 
years old and the following rules apply when you are driving:
 
  •		You must be accompanied by a supervising driver 

at least age 21 that has a license valid for operating 
the vehicle you are driving. 

 

	 •		The only passenger allowed in the front seat is your 
supervising driver. 

  

	 •		You may not drive with more than one passenger 
under age 21 unless the passengers are members 
of your immediate family, or if your supervising 
driver is your licensed parent/guardian, person “in 
loco parentis,” driver education teacher or driving 
school instructor.

	 •		You and each passenger must wear a seatbelt: one 
seatbelt per person.

 
**A junior permit is subject to special regional restrictions which are 
outlined in the back of this workbook and on the Resources for the 
Younger Driver website. The special regional restrictions depend upon 

the area of the state in which you are driving.

Before you can take a road test, you must complete a 
minimum of 50 hours of supervised driving, with at least 
15 of those hours at night (after sunset). The supervised 
practice driving must be certified by your parent or guardian 
and given to the examiner at the road test. 
 
Violations:
Your junior permit will be suspended for 60 days if you are 
convicted of committing a serious traffic violation (generally 
three points or more) or two other violations while you hold 
a junior permit.

Your junior permit will be revoked for 60 days if you are 
convicted of a serious violation (generally three points or 
more) or two other violations within the first six months after 
you receive your privileges back following suspension or 
revocation.

*Please refer to page 15 for a complete description of 
penalties and points.
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Step 2: Junior License:
When your junior permit has been valid for a minimum of six 
months, you will be allowed to take a road test. If you pass 
your road test before you are 18 you will be issued a junior 
license with the following restrictions:

  •		You may not drive with more than one passenger 
under age 21 unless the passengers are members 
of your immediate family, or if you are accompanied 
by your licensed parent/guardian, person “in loco 
parentis,” driver education teacher, or driving 
school instructor.

  •		You and each passenger must wear a seatbelt: one 
per person. 

 
**A junior license is subject to special regional restrictions which are 
outlined in the back of this workbook and on the Resources for the 
Younger Driver website. The special regional restrictions depend upon 
the area of the state in which you are driving.
 

Violations:
 
Your junior license will be suspended for 60 days if you 
are convicted of committing a serious traffic violation 
(generally three points or more) or two other violations 
while you hold a junior license.
 
Your junior license will be revoked for 60 days if you are 
convicted of a serious violation (generally three points or 
more) or two other violations within the first six months 
after you receive your privileges back following suspension 
or revocation.

*Please refer to page 15 for a complete description of 
penalties and points.
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Step 3: Senior License:
When you are age 17, you are eligible for a senior license 
(Class D) if you have completed a state-approved high 
school or college driver education course.
  
 •  If you have a junior permit, you must bring your 

Certificate of Completion (MV-285) and your 
Certification of Supervised Driving (MV-262) to the 
road test and surrender it to the Motor Vehicle 
License Examiner. If you pass the road test you will 
be issued a Class D license.

 
* If you have a junior license you must convert the junior license to a 
Class D license. To convert your junior license to a Class D license, bring 
your Certificate of Completion (MV-285) and your junior license to any 
motor vehicle office. You must surrender your certificate and junior 
license to receive the senior license. Otherwise, when you are age 18 
you will automatically receive a senior license through the mail.

**If you do not convert your junior license to a senior license 
you are subject to junior license restrictions until you are age 
18, even if you carry your completion certificate with you.

*Please refer to page 15 for a complete description of 
penalties and points.

Teen Driver Resource Guide • www.dmv.ny.gov | 19 



Upstate (All Other Counties) - Junior Permit
5 AM - 9 PM - You must drive only under the direct supervision of a person who is age 21 or older and has a license valid for the 
vehicle being driven. 9 PM - 5 AM You must drive only under the direct supervision of your:

 • Parent

	 •	Guardian
	 •	Person	“in loco parentis”
	 •	Driver	Education	Teacher

	 •	Driving	School	Instructor
 

The person above must be at least age 21 & have a license valid for the vehicle being driven.

Long Island (Nassau & Suffolk) - Junior Permit
5 AM - 9 PM - You must drive only under the direct supervision of your:

 •	Parent

	 •	Guardian
	 •	Person	“in loco parentis”
	 •	Driver	Education	Teacher

	 •	Driving	School	Instructor
 

The person above must be at least age 21 and have a license valid for the vehicle being driven. 9 PM - 5 AM – You must NOT 
drive.

New York City (5 Boroughs) - Junior Permit
5 AM - 9 PM - You must drive only under the direct supervision of your:

 •	Parent

	 •	Guardian
	 •	Person	“in loco parentis”
	 •	Driver	Education	Teacher

	 •	Driving	School	Instructor
 

The person above must be at least age 21 and have a license valid for the vehicle being driven. The vehicle being driven must 
have dual controls (dual brakes). 9 PM - 5 AM– You must NOT drive.

REGIONAL RESTRICTIONS AT-A-GLANCE
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Upstate (All Other Counties) - Junior License
 

5 AM - 9 PM
You may drive without being accompanied.
 
9 PM - 5 AM
You may drive alone only when traveling directly between your home and employment or a school course.
All other driving must be accompanied by your licensed parent, guardian, or person “in loco parentis,”

Long Island (Nassau & Suffolk) - Junior License
 

5 AM - 9 PM
You may drive alone only directly between your home and employment, a work-study program, a course at a college, university, 
or registered evening high school, a driver education course, or while engaged in farm employment.
Other than when you are allowed to drive alone in a situation listed above, you may drive between the hours of 5am and 9pm only 
under the direct supervision of your licensed parent, guardian, person “in loco parentis,” driver education teacher, or driving 
school instructor. The person who supervises your driving must be at least 21 years old and have a license valid for the vehicle 
being driven. 
 
9 PM - 5 AM
You may drive alone only directly between your home and a work-study program, a course at a college, university, or registered 
evening high school, a driver education course, or while engaged in farm employment.

New York City (5 Boroughs) - Junior License
 

5 AM - 9 PM
You must NOT drive. 
 

9 PM - 5 AM
You must NOT drive.

REGIONAL RESTRICTIONS AT-A-GLANCE
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Zero Tolerance Law
This law makes it illegal for a driver under age 21 to have 
consumed any alcohol. A police officer may temporarily 
detain you to request or administer a chemical test to 
determine Blood Alcohol Content (BAC). If your BAC 
is .02 to .07 percent, you could be charged under Zero 
Tolerance and notified to appear at a DMV hearing. If 
the judge’s finding supports the charge, the penalty is a 
6-month license suspension, a $125 civil penalty, and $100 
suspension termination fee. Each additional offense will 
result in your license being revoked for at least one year or 
until age 21, whichever is longer, plus a $125 civil penalty, 
and a $100 license re-application fee. 

Driving While Ability Impaired (DWAI)
 If your BAC is .05 percent but not more than .07, the police 
have the option of charging you with driving while ability 
impaired (DWAI) , and may prosecute the arrest in criminal 
court, instead of Zero Tolerance. And if you are convicted of 
an alcohol-related traffic violation in addition to any fines, 
fees, penalties, or surcharges that must be paid for a traffic 
conviction, a driver responsibility assessment payment will 

also be required for three years. Besides putting yourself, 
passengers or other drivers on the road at risk of death or 
serious injury, driving while under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol can cost you serious money!

Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)
If your BAC is .08 or greater the police will charge you 
with driving while intoxicated (DWI). If charged with DWI 
you will be prosecuted in criminal court and will face any 
fines, fees, penalties or surcharges associated with a DWI 
conviction. In addition, a driver responsibility assessment 
payment will also be required for three years. If you are 
found to be driving while intoxicated and you have any 
passengers under the age of 16 riding in the vehicle, you 
will be charged under Leandra’s Law.

YOUR DRIVING PRIVILEGE
New York State’s Drinking and Driving Laws
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 On December 18, 2009 the Child Passenger 
Protection Act was signed into law. Known as Leandra’s 
Law, this legislation makes operating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated (.08 or higher blood alcohol content), or under 
the influence of drugs, with a passenger under the age 
of 16 a class E felony offense. Individuals charged under 
Leandra’s Law automatically have their license suspended 
while awaiting prosecution. Effective August 15, 2010 courts 
must order anyone found guilty of driving while intoxicated, 
including first time offenders, to install and maintain an 
ignition interlock device on any vehicle owned or operated 
by the driver. The ignition interlock must remain on the 
vehicle for a minimum of 6 months. 

LEANDRA’S LAW
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AGREEMENT

Agreement Between Parent(s)/Guardian and Teen Driver
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As a teen driver I agree to the following rules:

	 •		I	 will	 always	 wear	my	 seat	 belt	 and	 require	 all	 of	my	
passengers to do so.

	 •		I	will	not	use	my	cell	phone	to	talk	or	text	while	driving.	
I will only use my cell phone in the car for emergencies

	 •		I	 will	 obey	 the	 speed	 limit	 at	 all	 times.	 Under	 no	
circumstances will I drive recklessly, aggressively, or 
engage in any form of street racing.

	 •	I	will	never	drive	after	using	ANY	alcohol	or	drugs.

	 •		I	will	never	be	a	passenger	in	a	car	in	which	the	driver	
has been using any alcohol or drugs, is driving recklessly 
or aggressively or is engaging in street racing.

	 •		If	I	am	ever	in	a	dangerous	or	uncomfortable	situation,	
as a driver or a passenger, I will call home for a ride or 
call a taxi without fear of punishment.

	 	•		I	 understand	 the	 Graduated	 Licensing	 Law	 and	 how	
it affects my driving privilege. I will abide by all of the 
restrictions at all times.

 

Failure to comply with any of the rules in this agreement will 
result in a loss of my driving privilege for a length of time, to be 
determined	by	my	Parent(s)/Guardian,	based	on	the	severity	of	
the infraction.

 

As	 the	 Parent(s)/Guardian	 of	 a	 teen	 driver	 I/we	 agree	 to	 the	
following:

	 •	I	will	enforce	the	rules	of	this	agreement	at	all	times.

	 •		I	have	read	and	understand	the	Graduated	License	Law	
and how it applies to my teen driver. I will enforce all of 
the restrictions at all times.

	 •		I	will	 take	the	time	to	train	my	teen	driver	so	they	will	
become a safe and responsible driver.

	 •		I	will	provide	a	safe	 ride	home	for	my	 teen	driver	any	
time of the day or night without punishment.

 

Signed this______ day of _______, 20__.

Newly	Licensed	Driver	____________________________________

Parent(s)/	Guardian	_______________________________________



 
Date Time

 Driving Distance 
Lesson

 
Notes 

 
   Conditions Duration  
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Notes 

 
   Conditions Duration  
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DEFINITIONS

Accompanying Driver: 
For the purpose of the road test, an accompanying driver 
is a driver who is at least 21 years old and holds a license 
valid for operating the vehicle you will drive during the 
road test.
 
Employment: 
A place of business at which you are paid to work on a 
regularly scheduled basis. You may not drive during work 
or as part of your work duties, such as deliveries.
 
Guardian: 
A person who has, on a regular and extended basis, 
assumed the character of parent and is discharging parental 
duties as a   result of the death, disability, or absence of 
the natural parent.
 
Ignition Interlock Device: 
This device, purchased and installed at the expense of the 
motorist, is connected to a motor vehicle ignition system 
and measures the alcohol content of the operator’s breath. 
As a result, the vehicle cannot be started until the driver 
provides an acceptable sample breath. If a court requires a 
driver to install and ignition interlock device, this restriction 
will be reflected on the license document, denoted as 
“interlock device.” While using the interlock device, the 
motorist may be eligible to hold a conditional license. This 
license will be revoked if the motorist fails to comply with 
the court’s terms, or for conviction of any traffic offense 
other than parking, stopping or standing.

In Loco Parentis: 
A person who has, on a regular and extended basis,  
assumed the character of parent and is discharging parental 
duties as a result of the death, disability, or absence of the 
natural parent.
 
Medical Appointment: 
Applies to necessary medical treatment for you or a 
member of your household.
 
Revocation:
The cancellation of the driving privilege. To get a new 
license or permit, one must re-apply to the Department 
of Motor Vehicles once the revocation period is over. A re-
application fee may apply. The application may be denied 
if the driver has a poor driving record or refuses to meet 
DMV requirements.
 
School Course:
 Instruction, education or training that is licensed or 
approved by a state agency or department, or training 
conducted by the U.S. Armed Forces. The term “school 
course” does NOT include extracurricular activities, 
attending a school sporting event which you will not 
receive school credit for, or social events for which no 
scholastic credits are given.
 
Suspension:
The driving privilege has been taken away for a period of 
time. A suspension termination fee may be required to 
have the driving privilege restored.
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Visit the Resources for the Younger Driver Website at: 
http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/youngerdriver/
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